Al tn the davs of armor!
B Facrk to the davs when every
warrier was a walking battleship.

s thagtranzest revival of o lost art in
histary, bt it i= here already. and from
the pre<ent indications there is no telling
how far 1t will go.

1. vl Kknown ou have followed the
war I mean—the h: £ natiens found
that armored fortresses were just the sort
of fodder that an ambitious commander
would desire ta feed his huge howitzers on

he howitzers Kicked big holea in steel
and ronerets and drove the warriors hack
to first principles, a wall of dirt and sod.
The ghosts of Attila and of Otho the Dane
rhortled with glee. The howitzers were
something hordering upon the wrath of
viin n instinetively they =hied at this
Invasion of divine right=.  And Ther, in his

had mever conceived nor
tmpresnability as that steel and
concrete had seemed at Liege, Maubeuge
and Namur,

But when ther went to digzing ditches
Rnd erecting palisades with scvihe points
as a friendly deor mat for the future guest

eld Attlia and tWho nudeed each other and
Erinned.

Then came the second step Fngland
discovered that the mortality amongst her
mien Bt the front was altogether too high.
Forthwith she jinvented

They bulletproof
wlen several hundred of yards from the

front, and where a rifle ball had lost some

breastplates of

plates of ster] were

of 1t man-killing energy and efficlency.

Germany, with her usual longsighted-
ness, had already developed a shield which
could be used to protect her machine gun
men in action. It s true, the shield was
cumberaome, but it worked, and thus laid
the #teps to another dip into the remote
past, this time by France,

France went England Germany one bet-
ter. She invented a shield that was prac-
tical, bulletproof, mobile, A man can hide
behind It and move forward with alm
impunity, She added the breastplate
the benefit of her commissary department,
so that it could meve through the land of
speut balls with safety, Then for attack

Breastplates, Gas-
Proof Vizors and Huge
Steel Shields Already Have
Made Their Appearance in the
Present Conflict.

ehe combined the two for the direct charge
of the trenches ’

The Germans drove the Allles into the
third stage. They flooded the trenches of
their enemies with deadly gases. To es-
cape the gases the English and French
were forced to invent a nose and mn-|-.||h
guard. The Germans who operated the gas
machines supplied their men with helimnets
not unlike those used by American miners
in rescus work.

The English seized upon this suggestion
in the course of events and brought over
from’ Wales thousands of similar heimets
taken from the mines

Here we have breastplate, shield and
helmat,

Fhades of King Arthur, 8ir Lancelot and
Sir Galahad!

The French, however, added the plece
de resistance. It was the metal shrapnel
This, made of dull
=teel and topping off the helmet, gave it
all the picturesqueness of the days of (‘har-
lemagne. This mind you within two hours’
acroplane ride of where old Charlemagne's
wraith is supposed to hover, Alx la Cha-
pelle.

and bulletproof cap.

»
So there they go. Over the plains where

Attila and Otho played their merry game
of devastation. where Hugh Capet did his
bloody deeds, where Bayard, Oliver and the
other Paladins wrote their names in the
beok of chivalry and where the Great
Charles made and unmade the map of Eu-
rope,

Agaln we may see a revival of the old
Ileman attack In phalanx formation un-
der cover of a wall of shislds. Agaln we
may behold horsemen, clad In steel, charg-
ing upon each other as they did several

hundred years ago on the very spots where -

the conflict now Is raging flercest.

It's strange, too, the other long for-
gotten rellcs of wars In the dim days of
history are coming into play, The anclents
in the times when the Captains rode to
battle in chariota attached sharp blades
to the axles. These blades spinning with
the wheels were a dangerous weapon to
thosa who got in thelr path,

Now the armored cars are being equip-
ped with blades that operate upen similar
linea, Additional blades serve another pur-
pose, and a very Important one under the
present conditions of warfare These blades
in a continusus band start below the fromt
axle and In an aro ascend over the tén-
neau of the car. The rasor edge serves
to cut wire stretched across the road iIn

ane Germans We.e the

first to spring this device.
Another hark back to olden

the catapult used to launch bombs from

enemy (ovnlry.

times is

one trench into another. ¥Even the crudest
forms of this obsolete weapon are e¢m-
ployed. Its silence in operation and the
short range required for its purpose are
the arguments In its favor. -

It remained for the English to dig into
history for a weapon that could be em-
ployed under circumstances that harred
the use of the modern tools of destruction
they possessed. It was in the house-‘o-
house fighting around Arras that they hit
upon the use of the bow and arrow.

For two days they had been trying to
force their way through village streets. Tt
was Impossible for the British to shell the
few houses that remained to be taken be-
cause of the peril to their own men. The
same obstacle prevented the Germans from

clea™ug the town of tne Eritish.

In DMunkirk there had once been an’]
archery club. For diversion a British sub- ~
lleutenant who had an opportunity, picked
up three or four bows and a few score
arrows. These the officers had amused
themselves with in the time they were re-
lieved.

It was with some difficulty that the
hows and arrows were'brouxht up, but
eventually ther were gotten forward to
the front and with them a can of petrol
Rags soaked in the inflammable fluid were
tied to the arrow tips and that night the
bombardment of the houses occupled by the
Germans began. Despite the efforts of the
Germans, the flames made such headway
that they were driven from cover. '

Even the sling, David's lethal weapon,
is in vogue in some of the French trenches.
It has been found handy to hurl bombs
and hand grenades -

One ancient weapon that has rerained
its place in mod equipment, however,
has had its day, afid that Is the lance. The
Uhlans are practically the only cavalry
outside of the Indians with the British and
the Cossacks that have found this instru-
ment of any value. One by one, the other
organizations have tossed it Into the dis-
card.

It has been found unwieldy and on the
western front, notably where the cavalry
have little opportunity to charge it has
been rendered excess baggage.

Another slipping back to the dark ages
is the methods of cencealment employed
in the Dardanelles. There the Turks sup-
plied the real surprise of this nature of
the war. This, when they painted their
faces green so as to be invisible in the
folinge while sniping the enemy.

Australian officers wers amased when
several dead Turks wers found bedecked

in ail the finery of savages. They were freq
with their praise, too, for they admitted
that the scheme worked to perfection and
it was almost impossible for their men to
locate snipers who wera so disgulsed.

The English went back to Shakespeare
in the early days of the war in one of thelr
movements agalnst the Germans in Bel-
glum. Literally, as in Macbeth, when the
“Birnham woods walked' the British made
a forest walk agalnst the German lines.

The Germans only discovered the ruse
in time to save themselves from a rout, so
successful was the scheme,

In this instance the British cut masses
of small brush and saplings. Concealed be-
hind this cover they advanced gradually
upon the Germans. A German officer who
had been watching !n the direction of the
British for a long time had his eyes on a
patch of green jutting out from the sur-
rounding forest.

As he watched to his amazement he ob-
served that the follage was gradually be-
coming more and more distinct Ha
brought his glasses into play, but could

fsbserve nothing unusual for some time

snd was just about to pass up the Inel-
fent when he detected a gleam of mstal
through an opening.

In an instant he awoke to what was
taking place. Hurried directlons were gshot
to the artillery and a brink shelling of the
suspected orest” was followed immedi.
ptely by ita disappearance as the British,
hurllng away thelr concealment, dashed to
the charge, A tegrific engrgement followed
as the British de good thelr charge.

In the Dardanelles the British borrowed
from Homer and tried the “wooden horse™
trick this time with a stsamer seemingly
abandoned, which was allowed to drift
casually ashore mnd beach (Itsalf. Tho
Turks, chary of ammunition on what ap-
parently was nbout to be profitable spolls,
withheld their fire.

Bhortly after the steamer was beached
and from tha side not exposed to the
Turks, Britlah troops debarked hastily and
mnde n landing, Thon they dug themselves
in and nince then have extended their lines
well inte the enemy's territory.

Diay by day they are beginnig to take
on more of tha aspecta of thelr forbaars.
And as ench day passes the period ap-
proaches when Lthoy may be compalled to
aeiunlly revert to all of the equipment and
methods of thelr forbears.

For that day of exhaustion is alveady
being hinted at. The great economists of
the world admit it,

vanizshing rapld {ire guns, high-power
explosivens, and modorn Implements of war-
fara menn undoubtedly the return to na-
ture's first woapons, the hand-forged steel
awerd and pike and the buckler and
groavea of yore.

The time may comoe-—gome prophets say
it la near at hand—when Lthe warelors of
Europe'a battieficlds will ba combating.
clad an in the days when Agamemnon atood
befors the walla of Illum and when Achil-
lea slow the lordly Hector,

Birange sighta ahead; wsiranger, the
turning baak of the wheel of time that this
last greatl war brings,

From the grand stend seats on this slde
of tha great pond we look on, our wagers
on the pide to which wa closeset kin.

Maybe In time It will be sur weird fate'
to see Mark Twain's greatest fancy ful-
filled, “A Connecticut Yankes |n King Ar-
thur's Court,”

Like "“The Bosa,” we may be jolted back
elght or nine hundred years and alons re=
tain our modern arts and industries

Whe knows?




